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@ Jessica Rauszen (NET)

¢ ghis year Salesian Yip Hon Millennium Primary School

has introduced the Primary Literacy Program — Reading and
Writing (PLPR/W). This program is run and funded by the
Education Department Bureau (EDB), which continues
throughout Key Stage 1 (Primary 1 to 3).

This year's P1 students are taking part in this program. In
PLPR/W, 50% of English lessons are covered in the English
Room by a Local English Teacher (LET), a Native English
Teacher (NET) and a Classroom Assistant (CA). The other
950% of the classes are as usual.

During the PLPR/W class, students learn reading and writing
using a phonetic approach, and learn essential reading and
writing strategies and skills. Lessons are organized by Big
Books. Each Big Book will be covered within 4 weeks. Each
week students have one reading lesson (70 minutes) and one
writing lesson (70 minutes). The lessons are very structured,
which makes it easy for students to adapt to this ‘English only’
approach as they are taught to use English Classroom
Language prior to the start of the course (Here We Go — a unit
which was taught in the first four weeks of school).

Class work is made up of reading and writing as a class
(shared) but also focuses a lot on group work and group
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activities. With this collaborative approach, students learn to help
each other and learn important communication skills. Once a
month, students do a fun activity, which is closely linked to what
students will do outside the classroom. Last month, each class
made some chocolate cakes (see the photo). With activities like
these, students find it easier to relate what they learn in class to
the use it has outside of the classroom.

Overall, I'm quite excited to be involved in this program, as | can
see how quickly the students make progress. It is especially useful
to individual students as it allows them to expand their learning
at their own pace, with aid of the Home Reader Program and their
‘My First Dictionary’. Students are very receptive to English in the
English-rich environment, and | hope this will extend their
enthusiasm to a life-long learning approach.
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